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Monsoons of the Line, although the direction is
generally from the Southward, and they are not con-
fined to the neighbourhood of the equator, as they
blow all along the coast from Cape Verde down to
Walvisch Bay, shifting their position somewhat with
the time of year. In the Gulf of Guinea, particularly,
they are often interrupted by calms, so that the wind
does not attain the persistency of the Indian Monsoon.
The coasts of South America, too, on both sides of
the continent, exert a decided influence in deflecting
the winds towards the land, at certain seasons, but this
does not deserve the name of a Monsoon action.

We come, lastly, to the variable winds; and I shall
first say a few words about those prevailing in low
latitudes, before I deal with the winds experienced, for
instance, in Western Europe, during all seasons of the
year, which in everyone's experience fully deserve the
name of' Variables.'

The Variables, properly so called, are the winds
experienced aLng the region interposed between the
two Trades in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. In.
both these localities, near the equator, there is a region
of calms, which does not extend right across the oceans,
as shown in old wind maps given in Physical Atlases,
but is broadest on the eastern side, and thins out
towards mid-ocean, or on the western side; the two
Trades in the Atlantic apparently meeting and blending
together, being attracted by the land of South America,
and in the Pacific both currents becoming merged in
the Monsoon system of the East Indian Archipelago.
In the Indian Ocean, during the northern winter, when
the North-west Monsoon prevails to the Southward of